Mendham Recreation Committee Minutes: March 13, 2014

In attendance: Bruce DiBisceglie, Amy Johansen, Ned Panfile, Brett Riamondo, Kevin Lanahan, Rich Grayson &  Joe Murphy
1. Communications
a. February minutes were not read as the February 2014 was postponed.

b. Rich Grayson & Joe Murphy were welcomed and introduced as our newest committee members.
c. Communications received: 
i. 101 requests for employment at the 2014 Mendham Borough Day Camp
ii. Movie and concert solicitations and contract negotiations

iii. Various updates for the 2014 “The Mendhams 2014” Recreational Booklet

d. Meetings: 
i. Bruce attended the January 20th Borough Council meeting.

1. The Municipal Alliance Grant was extended to June ’14 to coincide with the NJ budget cycle
ii. Bruce attended the February 18th Borough Council meeting.

1. A moment was observed for the passing for former Parade Grand Marshal Penny Kopcsik

2. It was noted that per the New Jersey State League of Municipalities, the NJ  $8.25/hr minimum wage increase “did not apply to employees of the State of NJ or any local government units therein”. This includes “Summer Recreational Program Employees”. It was noted that state and local governments are bound by the Federal minimum wage of $7.25.
2. 2014 Field Allotments:

a. Bruce reported that the Field Allotment process was completed and that all requesters were allotted their first or second choice of times and/or locations. The 2014 calendar has been updated and posted on the Borough website. Hard copy verifications are being mailed out within 48 hours.

3. 2014 Recreational Booklet:

a. Bruce reported that the initial draft for the 2014 was sent to the printer on March 9th. 

i. A street date of April 1st is still possible.

ii. There was a delay of one week as Bruce needed updates from the Township Recreation Department which were due Feb 28th, but received March 7th.

iii. All Borough updates were completed by February 28th.

4. Day Camp:
a. As noted in 1,d,ii,2 above, the Day Camp minimum salary will remain $7.25 for new employees. (Each returning employee will (a) not need to re-interview, and (b) receive a 25 cent increase (3%) to be capped at $8.50). Head Counselor pay will remain $11/hr and Director salaries (not hourly) will remain at 2013 levels.
b. Fred Semrau advised Bruce that contracted employees attending the mandatory training should be paid their hourly rate. The Day Camp will comply effective immediately.

i. The training expense will increase the Camp’s salary expense by approximately $3,200. 

ii. The Committee unanimously approved to offset the salary expense increase by increasing the weekly camper registration fee by a maximum of $5/camper/week. This will be discussed at the next Borough Council Meeting.

c. The Day Camp has requested the use of Hilltop and Mountain View schools for inclement weather. Bruce is waiting for approval from Charles Seipp as the schools may be renovating this summer. 

d. Kevin stressed the use of Pastime Lanes for the camp this summer. Amanda should work directly with Eric.

e. The Racquet Club has been contracted again based on the success of 2013. 

f. A new “Team Mendham” activity will be made available for campers in the upper grade(s) . “Team Mendham” will follow the Recreation Committee’s recommendation to incorporate an introduction to various sports. While this will not replicate the traditional sport camps, “Team Mendham” will focus on activities and education with games and school coaches as guest speakers.

5. Summer Events: 
a. All bands have accepted the conditions for the Summer Concert Series. Bruce renegotiated concerts for a $200 savings. Dates and performers can be found on the Borough website.
b. The movies were selected for the 2014 movies series. “Turbo” and “The Princess Bride” will be shown on July 2nd and July 30th respectively. 

6. Prior  Business:   
a. None discussed.

7. New Business:   

a. Kevin introduced a possible little league baseball tournament during the Labor Day Carnival. Bruce observed that the Pastime Club has reserved Borough Park for exclusive use from August 25 through September 2, but noted that if the Pastime Club chooses to work with Little League to offer field space for a tournament, it should be coordinated with Bruce’s office.
Next Meeting: 7:30pm, Thursday April 10th, 2014 at the Phoenix House
